Town of Colma
2009 Housing Element

5.05.500 HOUSING GOALS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

This section describes this Housing Element’s policies and programs, and
quantifies the objectives intended to guide housing development in Colma
until the year 2014. Many of the following programs are carried over from the

2004 Housing Element.

5.05.510 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Citizen involvement in the preparation of the Colma Housing Element was
accomplished through the process of two City Council hearings, as Colma
does not have a Planning Commission. A study session was held on May 13,
2009 to discuss the background of the Housing Element, the general topics
addressed in the Housing Element, and the proposed housing policies and
programs. Public notice of the study session was posted on all official bulletin
boards in the community and sent to housing advocacy groups active in San
Mateo County. The draft Housing Element was also posted on the Town's

website.

A second study session was held on June 10, 2009 to further discuss and
refine the housing policies and programs for the Town. Again, the study
session was publicly noticed. Due to the extremely small size of the Town of
Colma, community outreach is usually done as part of a Council study
session. Separate workshops held on specific topics are typically not well
attended or effective. Input gained at the study sessions was incorporated
into the document and informed the policies and programs included herein.
In response to questions asked at the study session, some draft programs,
including a program regarding parking variances were determined to not be
appropriate in Colma. Additionally, new programs were discussed,
including additional partnerships with affordable housing developers in the
region. Also, the Town’s approach to meeting the requirements of Senate Bill
2 (SB 2) were discussed at these study sessions and informed the ultimate

program selected to meet SB 2 requirements.
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5.05.520

Goal A:

Goal B:

Goal C:

Goal D:

Goal E:

Goal F:

Goal G:

5.05.530

HOUSING GOALS

Identify adequate sites, with appropriate zoning and
development standards and services to accommodate Colma’s

share of the regional housing needs for each income level.

Assist in making available adequate housing to meet the needs

of extremely low, very low, low and moderate income
households.

Address, and where possible, remove governmental
constraints to the maintenance, improvement and
development of housing, including housing for all income

levels and housing for persons with disabilities.

Conserve and improve the condition of the existing housing

stock.

Preserve assisted housing developments at risk of conversion

to market-rate.

Promote equal housing opportunities for all persons
regardless of race, religion, sex, marital status, ancestry,

national origin, color, familial status or disability.

Encourage sustainable residential development that is energy
efficient and consistent with existing and future Town values

and policies related to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

HOUSING ELEMENT POLICIES, PROGRAMS AND
QUANTIFIED OBJECTIVES

To reach the above identified housing goals, specific housing policies and

programs have been identified. Where appropriate and quantifiable, each

program is assigned an estimated number of units eXpected to result from the

program. Many programs will work together to impact and encourage the

development of the same desired units. Table H-21, below, identifies each

housing policies, the specific housing goals that the policies relate to, the
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programs implementing the policies, and the quantified number of units

expected to result from the program.
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